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Parent’s Introduction
Whether your child is a beginning reader, a reluctant reader, 

or an eager reader, this book offers a fun and easy way to 

encourage and help your child in reading.  

	 Developed with reading education specialists, We Both Read 

books invite you and your child to take turns reading aloud. 

You read the left-hand pages of the book, and your child reads 

the right-hand pages—which have been written at one of six 

early reading levels. The result is a wonderful new reading 

experience and faster reading development! 

	 You may find it helpful to read the entire book aloud your-

self the first time, then invite your child to participate the 

second time. As you read, try to make the story come alive by 

reading with expression. This will help to model good fluency. It 

will also be helpful to stop at various points to discuss what you 

are reading. This will help increase your child’s understanding 

of what is being read. 

	 In some books, a few challenging words are introduced in 

the parent’s text, distinguished with bold lettering. Pointing out 

and discussing these words can help to build your child’s reading  

vocabulary. If your child is a beginning reader, it may be helpful 

to run a finger under the text as each of you reads. Please also 

notice that a “talking parent”      icon precedes the parent’s  

text, and a “talking child”       icon precedes the child’s text.



What is  
this word? Can you try to 

sound it out?

	 If your child struggles with a word, you can encourage 

“sounding it out,” but keep in mind that not all words can 

be sounded out. Your child might pick up clues about a word 

from the picture, other words in the sentence, or any rhyming 

patterns. If your child struggles with a word for more than five 

seconds, it is usually best to simply say the word. 

	 Most of all, remember to praise your child’s efforts and keep 

the reading fun. After you have finished the book, ask a few 

questions and discuss what you have read together. Rereading 

this book multiple times may also be helpful for your child. 

	  Try to keep the tips above in mind as you read together, 

but don’t worry about doing everything right. Simply sharing 

the enjoyment of reading together will increase your child’s 

reading skills and help to start your child off on a lifetime of 

reading enjoyment! 
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Once there was a tiny mouse
that made its way inside my house.
And from its tiny little nest . . .
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the tiny mouse was 
one big pest. 
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The mouse would race across my toes.
It liked to chew on all my clothes. 
It liked to hide. It came and went, . . .
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and with my shirt 
it made a tent.
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It frightened dad. He threw a mop.
The mouse got dad to blow his top.
It startled mom. She danced a jig.
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The mouse made mother 
flip her wig.
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Mom tossed a skate.  Dad froze in place.
And that’s when Kitty joined the chase.
As Kitty Cat searched on with me, . . .
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the mouse just hid 
and had hot tea.
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While Kitty made a great big fuss,
the mouse just sat and laughed at us.
It popped a hatch and left its cave.
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It swung up high  
and gave a wave.




