
Main Crit eria: Beginners Nonfiction

Seco ndary Crit eria: Common Core State Standards

Subject s: Language Arts, Science

Grades: 2, 3, 4 , 5

Beginners Nonfiction

Beginners Nonfiction-Penguins
Summary: Where do penguins live, what do they eat, how do they catch food? Students will learn fascinating facts

about penguins.

Co mmo n Co re St at e  St andards
Language Art s

Grade 2  - Adopted: 2010
STRAND /
DOMAIN

 CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.R
I.2

Reading Standards for In format ional Text

CATEGORY /
CLUSTER

 Key Ideas and Details

STANDARD  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.R
I.2.1

Ask and answer such quest ions as who, what , where, when, why, and how to
demonstrate understanding of  key details in  a text .

STANDARD  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.R
I.2.2

Ident ify the main  topic of  a mult iparagraph text  as well as the focus of  specif ic
paragraphs with in  the text .

STRAND /
DOMAIN

 CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.R
I.2

Reading Standards for In format ional Text

CATEGORY /
CLUSTER

 Craf t  and St ructure

STANDARD  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.R
I.2.4

Determine the meaning of  words and phrases in  a text  relevant  to  a grade 2 topic or
subject  area.

STRAND /
DOMAIN

 CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.R
I.2

Reading Standards for In format ional Text

CATEGORY /
CLUSTER

 Integrat ion of  Knowledge and Ideas

STANDARD  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.R
I.2.8

Describe how reasons support  specif ic points the author makes in  a text .

STRAND /
DOMAIN

 CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.R
I.2

Reading Standards for In format ional Text

CATEGORY /
CLUSTER

 Range of  Reading and Level o f  Text  Complexity

STANDARD  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.R
I.2.10

By the end of  year, read and comprehend informat ional texts, including h istory/social
studies, science, and technical texts, in  the grades 2-3 text  complexity band
prof icient ly, with  scaf fo ld ing as needed at  the h igh end of  the range.



I .2.10

STRAND /
DOMAIN

 CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.R
F.2

Reading Standards: Foundat ional Skills

CATEGORY /
CLUSTER

 Fluency

STANDARD  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.R
F.2.4

Read with  suf f icient  accuracy and f luency to  support  comprehension.

EXPECTATION  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.R
F.2.4 a

Read on- level text  with  purpose and understanding.

EXPECTATION  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.R
F.2.4 c

Use context  to  conf irm or self -correct  word recognit ion and understanding,
rereading as necessary.

STRAND /
DOMAIN

 CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.S
L.2

Speaking and Listening Standards

CATEGORY /
CLUSTER

 Comprehension and Collaborat ion

STANDARD  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.S
L.2.1

Part icipate in  collaborat ive conversat ions with  d iverse partners about  grade 2 topics
and texts with  peers and adults in  small and larger groups.

EXPECTATION  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.S
L.2.1c

Ask for clarif icat ion and further explanat ion as needed about  the topics and texts
under d iscussion.

STRAND /
DOMAIN

 CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.S
L.2

Speaking and Listening Standards

CATEGORY /
CLUSTER

 Comprehension and Collaborat ion

STANDARD  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.S
L.2.2

Recount  or describe key ideas or details f rom a text  read aloud or in format ion
presented orally or through other media.

STRAND /
DOMAIN

 CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.L
.2

Language Standards

CATEGORY /
CLUSTER

 Vocabulary Acquisit ion and Use

STANDARD  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.L
.2.4

Determine or clarify the meaning of  unknown and mult ip le-meaning words and
phrases based on grade 2 reading and content , choosing f lexib ly f rom an array of
st rategies.

EXPECTATION  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.L
.2.4 a

Use sentence- level context  as a clue to  the meaning of  a word or phrase.

Co mmo n Co re St at e  St andards
Language Art s

Grade 3 - Adopted: 2010
STRAND /
DOMAIN

 CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.R
I.3

Reading Standards for In format ional Text

CATEGORY /
CLUSTER

 Key Ideas and Details

STANDARD  CCSS.EL Ask and answer quest ions to  demonstrate understanding of  a text , referring explicit ly



A-
Literacy.R
I.3.1

to  the text  as the basis for the answers.

STANDARD  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.R
I.3.2

Determine the main  idea of  a text ; recount  the key details and explain  how they
support  the main  idea.

STRAND /
DOMAIN

 CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.R
I.3

Reading Standards for In format ional Text

CATEGORY /
CLUSTER

 Craf t  and St ructure

STANDARD  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.R
I.3.4

Determine the meaning of  general academic and domain-specif ic words and phrases
in  a text  relevant  to  a grade 3 topic or subject  area.

STRAND /
DOMAIN

 CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.R
I.3

Reading Standards for In format ional Text

CATEGORY /
CLUSTER

 Range of  Reading and Level o f  Text  Complexity

STANDARD  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.R
I.3.10

By the end of  the year, read and comprehend informat ional texts, including
history/social studies, science, and technical texts, at  the h igh end of  the grades 2-3
text  complexity band independent ly and prof icient ly.

STRAND /
DOMAIN

 CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.R
F.3

Reading Standards: Foundat ional Skills

CATEGORY /
CLUSTER

 Fluency

STANDARD  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.R
F.3.4

Read with  suf f icient  accuracy and f luency to  support  comprehension.

EXPECTATION  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.R
F.3.4 a

Read on- level text  with  purpose and understanding.

EXPECTATION  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.R
F.3.4 c

Use context  to  conf irm or self -correct  word recognit ion and understanding,
rereading as necessary.

STRAND /
DOMAIN

 CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.S
L.3

Speaking and Listening Standards

CATEGORY /
CLUSTER

 Comprehension and Collaborat ion

STANDARD  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.S
L.3.2

Determine the main  ideas and support ing details of  a text  read aloud or in format ion
presented in  d iverse media and formats, including visually, quant itat ively, and orally.

STRAND /
DOMAIN

 CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.L
.3

Language Standards

CATEGORY /
CLUSTER

 Vocabulary Acquisit ion and Use

STANDARD  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.L
.3.4

Determine or clarify the meaning of  unknown and mult ip le-meaning word and phrases
based on grade 3 reading and content , choosing f lexib ly f rom a range of  st rategies.

EXPECTATION  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.L
.3.4 a

Use sentence- level context  as a clue to  the meaning of  a word or phrase.



STRAND /
DOMAIN

 CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.L
.3

Language Standards

CATEGORY /
CLUSTER

 Vocabulary Acquisit ion and Use

STANDARD  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.L
.3.6

Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate conversat ional, general academic, and
domain-specif ic words and phrases, including those that  signal spat ial and temporal
relat ionships (e.g ., Af ter d inner that  n ight  we went  looking for them) .

Co mmo n Co re St at e  St andards
Language Art s

Grade 4  - Adopted: 2010
STRAND /
DOMAIN

 CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.R
I.4

Reading Standards for In format ional Text

CATEGORY /
CLUSTER

 Key Ideas and Details

STANDARD  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.R
I.4 .1

Refer to  details and examples in  a text  when explain ing what  the text  says explicit ly
and when drawing in ferences f rom the text .

STANDARD  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.R
I.4 .2

Determine the main  idea of  a text  and explain  how it  is supported by key details;
summariz e the text .

STRAND /
DOMAIN

 CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.R
I.4

Reading Standards for In format ional Text

CATEGORY /
CLUSTER

 Craf t  and St ructure

STANDARD  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.R
I.4 .4

Determine the meaning of  general academic and domain-specif ic words or phrases in
a text  relevant  to  a grade 4  topic or subject  area.

STRAND /
DOMAIN

 CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.R
I.4

Reading Standards for In format ional Text

CATEGORY /
CLUSTER

 Integrat ion of  Knowledge and Ideas

STANDARD  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.R
I.4 .8

Explain  how an author uses reasons and evidence to  support  part icu lar points in  a
text .

STRAND /
DOMAIN

 CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.R
I.4

Reading Standards for In format ional Text

CATEGORY /
CLUSTER

 Range of  Reading and Level o f  Text  Complexity

STANDARD  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.R
I.4 .10

By the end of  year, read and comprehend informat ional texts, including h istory/social
studies, science, and technical texts, in  the grades 4 -5 text  complexity band
prof icient ly, with  scaf fo ld ing as needed at  the h igh end of  the range.

STRAND /
DOMAIN

 CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.R
F.4

Reading Standards: Foundat ional Skills

CATEGORY /
CLUSTER

 Fluency

STANDARD  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.R

Read with  suf f icient  accuracy and f luency to  support  comprehension.



F.4 .4

EXPECTATION  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.R
F.4 .4 a

Read on- level text  with  purpose and understanding.

EXPECTATION  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.R
F.4 .4 c

Use context  to  conf irm or self -correct  word recognit ion and understanding,
rereading as necessary.

STRAND /
DOMAIN

 CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.S
L.4

Speaking and Listening Standards

CATEGORY /
CLUSTER

 Comprehension and Collaborat ion

STANDARD  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.S
L.4 .2

Paraphrase port ions of  a text  read aloud or in format ion presented in  d iverse media
and formats, including visually, quant itat ively, and orally.

STRAND /
DOMAIN

 CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.L
.4

Language Standards

CATEGORY /
CLUSTER

 Vocabulary Acquisit ion and Use

STANDARD  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.L
.4 .4

Determine or clarify the meaning of  unknown and mult ip le-meaning words and
phrases based on grade 4  reading and content , choosing f lexib ly f rom a range of
st rategies.

EXPECTATION  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.L
.4 .4 a

Use context  (e.g ., def in it ions, examples, or restatements in  text )  as a clue to  the
meaning of  a word or phrase.

STRAND /
DOMAIN

 CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.L
.4

Language Standards

CATEGORY /
CLUSTER

 Vocabulary Acquisit ion and Use

STANDARD  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.L
.4 .6

Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain-specif ic
words and phrases, including those that  signal precise act ions, emot ions, or states
of  being (e.g ., qu iz z ed, whined, stammered)  and that  are basic to  a part icu lar topic
(e.g ., wild life, conservat ion, and endangered when d iscussing animal preservat ion) .

Co mmo n Co re St at e  St andards
Language Art s

Grade 5  - Adopted: 2010
STRAND /
DOMAIN

 CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.R
I.5

Reading Standards for In format ional Text

CATEGORY /
CLUSTER

 Key Ideas and Details

STANDARD  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.R
I.5.2

Determine two or more main  ideas of  a text  and explain  how they are supported by key
details; summariz e the text .

STRAND /
DOMAIN

 CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.R
I.5

Reading Standards for In format ional Text

CATEGORY /
CLUSTER

 Craf t  and St ructure

STANDARD  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.R
I.5.4

Determine the meaning of  general academic and domain-specif ic words and phrases
in  a text  relevant  to  a grade 5 topic or subject  area.



STRAND /
DOMAIN

 CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.R
I.5

Reading Standards for In format ional Text

CATEGORY /
CLUSTER

 Integrat ion of  Knowledge and Ideas

STANDARD  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.R
I.5.8

Explain  how an author uses reasons and evidence to  support  part icu lar points in  a
text , ident ifying which reasons and evidence support  which point (s) .

STRAND /
DOMAIN

 CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.R
I.5

Reading Standards for In format ional Text

CATEGORY /
CLUSTER

 Range of  Reading and Level o f  Text  Complexity

STANDARD  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.R
I.5.10

By the end of  the year, read and comprehend informat ional texts, including
history/social studies, science, and technical texts, at  the h igh end of  the grades 4 -5
text  complexity band independent ly and prof icient ly.

STRAND /
DOMAIN

 CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.R
F.5

Reading Standards: Foundat ional Skills

CATEGORY /
CLUSTER

 Fluency

STANDARD  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.R
F.5.4

Read with  suf f icient  accuracy and f luency to  support  comprehension.

EXPECTATION  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.R
F.5.4 a

Read on- level text  with  purpose and understanding.

EXPECTATION  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.R
F.5.4 c

Use context  to  conf irm or self -correct  word recognit ion and understanding,
rereading as necessary.

STRAND /
DOMAIN

 CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.S
L.5

Speaking and Listening Standards

CATEGORY /
CLUSTER

 Comprehension and Collaborat ion

STANDARD  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.S
L.5.2

Summariz e a writ ten  text  read aloud or in format ion presented in  d iverse media and
formats, including visually, quant itat ively, and orally.

STRAND /
DOMAIN

 CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.L
.5

Language Standards

CATEGORY /
CLUSTER

 Vocabulary Acquisit ion and Use

STANDARD  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.L
.5.4

Determine or clarify the meaning of  unknown and mult ip le-meaning words and
phrases based on grade 5 reading and content , choosing f lexib ly f rom a range of
st rategies.

EXPECTATION  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.L
.5.4 a

Use context  (e.g ., cause/ef fect  relat ionships and comparisons in  text )  as a clue to  the
meaning of  a word or phrase.

STRAND /
DOMAIN

 CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.L
.5

Language Standards

CATEGORY /
CLUSTER

 Vocabulary Acquisit ion and Use



STANDARD  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.L
.5.6

Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain-specif ic
words and phrases, including those that  signal contrast , addit ion, and other logical
relat ionships (e.g ., however, although, nevertheless, similarly, moreover, in  addit ion) .
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