
Beginners No nfict io n
Grades: 2, 3, 4 , 5

St at es: Common Core State Standards

Beginners Nonfiction – All titles in this series correlate to these standards.
Summary: Summary: This series covers a large variety of nonfiction subjects and each book includes

numerous elements designed to appeal to young students — particularly reluctant and struggling
readers. Nonfiction content is written and illustrated to make the information captivating, accessible, and

easy-to-understand. Each book is highly image-oriented, including a mix of photographs and high-
quality illustrations. Books are in chapter book format with each short chapter focusing on a specific

high-interest concept. Each book includes a glossary and an index.

Co mmo n Co re St at e  St andards
Language Art s

Grade: 2  - Adopted 2010
STRAND /
DOMAIN

CCSS.ELA-
Literacy.RI.2

Reading Standards for Informational Text

CATEGORY /
CLUSTER

Key Ideas and Details

STANDARD CCSS.ELA-
Literacy.RI.2.2

Identify the main topic of a multiparagraph text as well as the focus of specific
paragraphs within the text.

STANDARD CCSS.ELA-
Literacy.RI.2.3

Describe the connection between a series of historical events, scientific ideas or
concepts, or steps in technical procedures in a text.

STRAND /
DOMAIN

CCSS.ELA-
Literacy.RI.2

Reading Standards for Informational Text

CATEGORY /
CLUSTER

Craft and Structure

STANDARD CCSS.ELA-
Literacy.RI.2.4

Determine the meaning of words and phrases in a text relevant to a grade 2
topic or subject area.

STANDARD CCSS.ELA-
Literacy.RI.2.5

Know and use various text features (e.g., captions, bold print, subheadings,
glossaries, indexes, electronic menus, icons) to locate key facts or information
in a text efficiently.

STRAND /
DOMAIN

CCSS.ELA-
Literacy.RI.2

Reading Standards for Informational Text

CATEGORY /
CLUSTER

Integration of Knowledge and Ideas

STANDARD CCSS.ELA-
Literacy.RI.2.7

Explain how specific images (e.g., a diagram showing how a machine works)
contribute to and clarify a text.

STANDARD CCSS.ELA-
Literacy.RI.2.8

Describe how reasons support specific points the author makes in a text.

STRAND /
DOMAIN

CCSS.ELA-
Literacy.RI.2

Reading Standards for Informational Text

CATEGORY /
CLUSTER

Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity

STANDARD CCSS.ELA-
Literacy.RI.2.10

By the end of year, read and comprehend informational texts, including
history/social studies, science, and technical texts, in the grades 2-3 text
complexity band proficiently, with scaffolding as needed at the high end of the
range.

STRAND /
DOMAIN

CCSS.ELA-
Literacy.RF.2

Reading Standards: Foundational Skills

CATEGORY / Fluency



CLUSTER

STANDARD CCSS.ELA-
Literacy.RF.2.4

Read  with suffic ient accuracy and  fluency to  sup p o rt co mp rehensio n.

EXPECTATION CCSS.ELA-
Literacy.RF.2.4 a

Read on-level text with purpose and understanding.

EXPECTATION CCSS.ELA-
Literacy.RF.2.4 c

Use context to confirm or self-correct word recognition and understanding,
rereading as necessary.

STRAND /
DOMAIN

CCSS.ELA-
Literacy.SL.2

Speaking and Listening Standards

CATEGORY /
CLUSTER

Comprehension and Collaboration

STANDARD CCSS.ELA-
Literacy.SL.2.2

Recount or describe key ideas or details from a text read aloud or information
presented orally or through other media.

STRAND /
DOMAIN

CCSS.ELA-
Literacy.L.2

Language Standards

CATEGORY /
CLUSTER

Vocabulary Acquisition and Use

STANDARD CCSS.ELA-
Literacy.L.2.4

Determine o r c larify the meaning  o f unkno wn and  multip le-meaning  wo rd s and
p hrases b ased  o n g rad e 2 read ing  and  co ntent, cho o sing  flexib ly fro m an array o f
strateg ies.

EXPECTATION CCSS.ELA-
Literacy.L.2.4 a

Use sentence-level context as a clue to the meaning of a word or phrase.

EXPECTATION CCSS.ELA-
Literacy.L.2.4 e

Use glossaries and beginning dictionaries, both print and digital, to determine
or clarify the meaning of words and phrases.

Grade: 3 - Adopted 2010
STRAND /
DOMAIN

CCSS.ELA-
Literacy.RI.3

Reading Standards for Informational Text

CATEGORY /
CLUSTER

Key Ideas and Details

STANDARD CCSS.ELA-
Literacy.RI.3.1

Ask and answer questions to demonstrate understanding of a text, referring
explicitly to the text as the basis for the answers.

STANDARD CCSS.ELA-
Literacy.RI.3.2

Determine the main idea of a text; recount the key details and explain how they
support the main idea.

STANDARD CCSS.ELA-
Literacy.RI.3.3

Describe the relationship between a series of historical events, scientific ideas
or concepts, or steps in technical procedures in a text, using language that
pertains to time, sequence, and cause/effect.

STRAND /
DOMAIN

CCSS.ELA-
Literacy.RI.3

Reading Standards for Informational Text

CATEGORY /
CLUSTER

Craft and Structure

STANDARD CCSS.ELA-
Literacy.RI.3.4

Determine the meaning of general academic and domain-specific words and
phrases in a text relevant to a grade 3 topic or subject area.

STANDARD CCSS.ELA-
Literacy.RI.3.5

Use text features and search tools (e.g., key words, sidebars, hyperlinks) to
locate information relevant to a given topic efficiently.

STRAND /
DOMAIN

CCSS.ELA-
Literacy.RI.3

Reading Standards for Informational Text

CATEGORY /
CLUSTER

Integration of Knowledge and Ideas

STANDARD CCSS.ELA-
Literacy.RI.3.7

Use information gained from illustrations (e.g., maps, photographs) and the
words in a text to demonstrate understanding of the text (e.g., where, when, why,
and how key events occur).

STRAND /
DOMAIN

CCSS.ELA-
Literacy.RI.3

Reading Standards for Informational Text

CATEGORY /
CLUSTER

Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity

STANDARD CCSS.ELA-
Literacy.RI.3.10

By the end of the year, read and comprehend informational texts, including
history/social studies, science, and technical texts, at the high end of the
grades 2-3 text complexity band independently and proficiently.

STRAND /
DOMAIN

CCSS.ELA-
Literacy.RF.3

Reading Standards: Foundational Skills

CATEGORY / Fluency



CLUSTER

STANDARD CCSS.ELA-
Literacy.RF.3.4

Read  with suffic ient accuracy and  fluency to  sup p o rt co mp rehensio n.

EXPECTATION CCSS.ELA-
Literacy.RF.3.4 a

Read on-level text with purpose and understanding.

EXPECTATION CCSS.ELA-
Literacy.RF.3.4 c

Use context to confirm or self-correct word recognition and understanding,
rereading as necessary.

STRAND /
DOMAIN

CCSS.ELA-
Literacy.SL.3

Speaking and Listening Standards

CATEGORY /
CLUSTER

Comprehension and Collaboration

STANDARD CCSS.ELA-
Literacy.SL.3.2

Determine the main ideas and supporting details of a text read aloud or
information presented in diverse media and formats, including visually,
quantitatively, and orally.

STRAND /
DOMAIN

CCSS.ELA-
Literacy.L.3

Language Standards

CATEGORY /
CLUSTER

Vocabulary Acquisition and Use

STANDARD CCSS.ELA-
Literacy.L.3.4

Determine o r c larify the meaning  o f unkno wn and  multip le-meaning  wo rd  and
p hrases b ased  o n g rad e 3 read ing  and  co ntent, cho o sing  flexib ly fro m a rang e o f
strateg ies.

EXPECTATION CCSS.ELA-
Literacy.L.3.4 a

Use sentence-level context as a clue to the meaning of a word or phrase.

EXPECTATION CCSS.ELA-
Literacy.L.3.4 d

Use glossaries or beginning dictionaries, both print and digital, to determine or
clarify the precise meaning of key words and phrases.

STRAND /
DOMAIN

CCSS.ELA-
Literacy.L.3

Language Standards

CATEGORY /
CLUSTER

Vocabulary Acquisition and Use

STANDARD CCSS.ELA-
Literacy.L.3.6

Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate conversational, general
academic, and domain-specific words and phrases, including those that signal
spatial and temporal relationships (e.g., After dinner that night we went looking
for them).

Grade: 4  - Adopted 2010
STRAND /
DOMAIN

CCSS.ELA-
Literacy.RL.4

Reading Standards for Literature

CATEGORY /
CLUSTER

Craft and Structure

STANDARD CCSS.ELA-
Literacy.RL.4 .4

Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text,
including those that allude to significant characters found in mythology (e.g.,
Herculean).

STRAND /
DOMAIN

CCSS.ELA-
Literacy.RI.4

Reading Standards for Informational Text

CATEGORY /
CLUSTER

Key Ideas and Details

STANDARD CCSS.ELA-
Literacy.RI.4 .1

Refer to details and examples in a text when explaining what the text says
explicitly and when drawing inferences from the text.

STANDARD CCSS.ELA-
Literacy.RI.4 .2

Determine the main idea of a text and explain how it is supported by key details;
summarize the text.

STANDARD CCSS.ELA-
Literacy.RI.4 .3

Explain events, procedures, ideas, or concepts in a historical, scientific, or
technical text, including what happened and why, based on specific information
in the text.

STRAND /
DOMAIN

CCSS.ELA-
Literacy.RI.4

Reading Standards for Informational Text

CATEGORY /
CLUSTER

Craft and Structure

STANDARD CCSS.ELA-
Literacy.RI.4 .4

Determine the meaning of general academic and domain-specific words or
phrases in a text relevant to a grade 4 topic or subject area.

STRAND /
DOMAIN

CCSS.ELA-
Literacy.RI.4

Reading Standards for Informational Text

CATEGORY / Integration of Knowledge and Ideas



CLUSTER

STANDARD CCSS.ELA-
Literacy.RI.4 .7

Interpret information presented visually, orally, or quantitatively (e.g., in charts,
graphs, diagrams, time lines, animations, or interactive elements on Web
pages) and explain how the information contributes to an understanding of the
text in which it appears.

STRAND /
DOMAIN

CCSS.ELA-
Literacy.RI.4

Reading Standards for Informational Text

CATEGORY /
CLUSTER

Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity

STANDARD CCSS.ELA-
Literacy.RI.4 .10

By the end of year, read and comprehend informational texts, including
history/social studies, science, and technical texts, in the grades 4-5 text
complexity band proficiently, with scaffolding as needed at the high end of the
range.

STRAND /
DOMAIN

CCSS.ELA-
Literacy.RF.4

Reading Standards: Foundational Skills

CATEGORY /
CLUSTER

Fluency

STANDARD CCSS.ELA-
Literacy.RF.4 .4

Read  with suffic ient accuracy and  fluency to  sup p o rt co mp rehensio n.

EXPECTATION CCSS.ELA-
Literacy.RF.4 .4 a

Read on-level text with purpose and understanding.

EXPECTATION CCSS.ELA-
Literacy.RF.4 .4 c

Use context to confirm or self-correct word recognition and understanding,
rereading as necessary.

STRAND /
DOMAIN

CCSS.ELA-
Literacy.W.4

Writing Standards

CATEGORY /
CLUSTER

Research to Build and Present Knowledge

STANDARD CCSS.ELA-
Literacy.W.4 .8

Recall relevant information from experiences or gather relevant information from
print and digital sources; take notes and categorize information, and provide a
list of sources.

STRAND /
DOMAIN

CCSS.ELA-
Literacy.L.4

Language Standards

CATEGORY /
CLUSTER

Vocabulary Acquisition and Use

STANDARD CCSS.ELA-
Literacy.L.4 .4

Determine o r c larify the meaning  o f unkno wn and  multip le-meaning  wo rd s and
p hrases b ased  o n g rad e 4 read ing  and  co ntent, cho o sing  flexib ly fro m a rang e o f
strateg ies.

EXPECTATION CCSS.ELA-
Literacy.L.4 .4 a

Use context (e.g., definitions, examples, or restatements in text) as a clue to the
meaning of a word or phrase.

EXPECTATION CCSS.ELA-
Literacy.L.4 .4 c

Consult reference materials (e.g., dictionaries, glossaries, thesauruses), both
print and digital, to find the pronunciation and determine or clarify the precise
meaning of key words and phrases.

STRAND /
DOMAIN

CCSS.ELA-
Literacy.L.4

Language Standards

CATEGORY /
CLUSTER

Vocabulary Acquisition and Use

STANDARD CCSS.ELA-
Literacy.L.4 .6

Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain-
specific words and phrases, including those that signal precise actions,
emotions, or states of being (e.g., quizzed, whined, stammered) and that are
basic to a particular topic (e.g., wildlife, conservation, and endangered when
discussing animal preservation).

Grade: 5  - Adopted 2010
STRAND /
DOMAIN

CCSS.ELA-
Literacy.RI.5

Reading Standards for Informational Text

CATEGORY /
CLUSTER

Key Ideas and Details

STANDARD CCSS.ELA-
Literacy.RI.5.1

Quote accurately from a text when explaining what the text says explicitly and
when drawing inferences from the text.

STANDARD CCSS.ELA-
Literacy.RI.5.2

Determine two or more main ideas of a text and explain how they are supported
by key details; summarize the text.

STANDARD CCSS.ELA-
Literacy.RI.5.3

Explain the relationships or interactions between two or more individuals,
events, ideas, or concepts in a historical, scientific, or technical text based on
specific information in the text.



STRAND /
DOMAIN

CCSS.ELA-
Literacy.RI.5

Reading Standards for Informational Text

CATEGORY /
CLUSTER

Craft and Structure

STANDARD CCSS.ELA-
Literacy.RI.5.4

Determine the meaning of general academic and domain-specific words and
phrases in a text relevant to a grade 5 topic or subject area.

STRAND /
DOMAIN

CCSS.ELA-
Literacy.RI.5

Reading Standards for Informational Text

CATEGORY /
CLUSTER

Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity

STANDARD CCSS.ELA-
Literacy.RI.5.10

By the end of the year, read and comprehend informational texts, including
history/social studies, science, and technical texts, at the high end of the
grades 4-5 text complexity band independently and proficiently.

STRAND /
DOMAIN

CCSS.ELA-
Literacy.RF.5

Reading Standards: Foundational Skills

CATEGORY /
CLUSTER

Fluency

STANDARD CCSS.ELA-
Literacy.RF.5.4

Read  with suffic ient accuracy and  fluency to  sup p o rt co mp rehensio n.

EXPECTATION CCSS.ELA-
Literacy.RF.5.4 a

Read on-level text with purpose and understanding.

EXPECTATION CCSS.ELA-
Literacy.RF.5.4 c

Use context to confirm or self-correct word recognition and understanding,
rereading as necessary.

STRAND /
DOMAIN

CCSS.ELA-
Literacy.L.5

Language Standards

CATEGORY /
CLUSTER

Knowledge of Language

STANDARD CCSS.ELA-
Literacy.L.5.3

Use kno wled g e o f lang uag e and  its  co nventio ns when writing , sp eaking , read ing , o r
l is tening .

EXPECTATION CCSS.ELA-
Literacy.L.5.3b

Compare and contrast the varieties of English (e.g., dialects, registers) used in
stories, dramas, or poems.

STRAND /
DOMAIN

CCSS.ELA-
Literacy.L.5

Language Standards

CATEGORY /
CLUSTER

Vocabulary Acquisition and Use

STANDARD CCSS.ELA-
Literacy.L.5.4

Determine o r c larify the meaning  o f unkno wn and  multip le-meaning  wo rd s and
p hrases b ased  o n g rad e 5 read ing  and  co ntent, cho o sing  flexib ly fro m a rang e o f
strateg ies.

EXPECTATION CCSS.ELA-
Literacy.L.5.4 a

Use context (e.g., cause/effect relationships and comparisons in text) as a clue
to the meaning of a word or phrase.

EXPECTATION CCSS.ELA-
Literacy.L.5.4 c

Consult reference materials (e.g., dictionaries, glossaries, thesauruses), both
print and digital, to find the pronunciation and determine or clarify the precise
meaning of key words and phrases.

STRAND /
DOMAIN

CCSS.ELA-
Literacy.L.5

Language Standards

CATEGORY /
CLUSTER

Vocabulary Acquisition and Use

STANDARD CCSS.ELA-
Literacy.L.5.6

Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain-
specific words and phrases, including those that signal contrast, addition, and
other logical relationships (e.g., however, although, nevertheless, similarly,
moreover, in addition).


