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This book is for Beth McKeever Perkins, my old baby-sitting buddy.

With Love (and years of memories)

Thanks to my Fomily and friends, KC Witherell, Marisa Bulzone, Jason Little,
Ellie Berger, Jean Feiwel, David qu|or, David Levithan, Janna Morishima,
Cassandra Pelham, Phil Falco, Braden Lamb, my fellow cartoonists,
and A. M. M. for being an inspiration!
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THE BABY-SITTERS CLVB.
T'M PROUD TO SAY IT WAS TOTALLY
MY IDEA, EVEN THOUGH THE FOUR
OF VS WORKED IT oVT TOGETHER.

DS IS MARY ANNE SPIER,
CLAUDIA KISHI, STACEY MCGILL,
AND ME -- KRISTY THOMAS.




IT ALL STARTED ON THE FIRST
TUESDPAY OF SEVENTH GRADE....










T'M REALLY
SORRY. T DIDN'T
MEAN ANYTHING.

T MEAN...

T DIPN'T MEAN
T WAS GLAD SCHooL
WAS OVER, T MEANT T WAS

GLAD T COULD GO HOME.
BECAUSE MY HOUSE IS
AIR-CONDITIONED...

80T Po You
THINK,, KRISTY, THAT
IT WOULD BE POSSIBLE IN
THE FUTORE To CONDUCT
YOURSELF WITH A &IT
MORE DECORVM?




80T T WANT
You To REMEMBER
THIS INCIDENT, AND
THE BEST WAY For
VS To REMEMBER
THINGS IS To WRITE
THEM DOWN.

S0 TONIGHT, T'D LIKE 3 !
You To WRITE A 100-WORD
ESSAY ON THE IMPORTANCE
OF DECORUM IN THE
CLASSROOM.




OH, COME ON.
T'LL &E F5 BEFORE
MY FATHER LETS
ME WEAR NAIL
POLISH.

MARY ANNE,
How Do You EVER
EXPECT TO BE ABLE
To WEAR NAIL POLISH
IF You KEEP DOING
THAT?

MARY ANNE SPIER
IS MY BEST FRIEND.




SHE'S VERY QUIET AND SHY, = S
WHICH MY MOM SAYS IS BECAVSE 62,’%’;@;’;’: ‘QESTE‘RS,
MR. SPIER IS SO NERVOUS. S0 SHE IS ALL HE'S GOT.
MARY ANNE’S MOTHER DIED °

WHEN MARY ANNE WAS LITTLE.

AT THEIR HOUSE,
IT'S RULES, RULES,
RULES. BT You'p
THINK THAT--




So?!
SLow POWN,
KRISTY!IT'S
Too HoT To
RON.

...AND T'M
SUPPOSED To BEAT
HIM HOME!

T CAN'T
SLow POWN!

TOESPAY 1S
MY AFTERNOON
To WATCH DAVID
MICHAEL-...

MY OLDER BROTHERS, SAM AND
CHARLIE, AND T EACH WATCH
OUR YOUNGER BROTHER ONE
DAY A WEEK AFTER SCHOOL.




DAVID
MICHAEL?

WHAT'S

WAA i

WHAT
HAPPENED To
YOUR KEY?




T COULDN'T
GET IN, AND T HAVE
To Go To THE
BATHROOM!

WHEN DAVID MICHAEL GETS
LIKE THIS, IT'S 8EST To JUST
IGNORE HIS TEARS AND
PRETEND EVERYTHING IS FINE.




WOOF!
WOOF!
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WHILE
Yov Go To
THE BATHROOM,
IT'M GOING To

FIX VS SOME
LEMONADE,
OKAY?



MRS. NEWTON . DINT
ASKED ME TO BABY-SIT SHE CALL ]
||

FOR JAMIE THIS YOU AFTER i
AFTERNOON....08VIODSLY SHE CALLED M |}
T COULDN'T...

MAYBE
SHE CALLED
CLAUDIA?







You WANT To 60 WAPING,
DAVID MICHAEL?

T PON'T KNOW -- T THOUGHT
MARY ANNE AND T WOoULD
TAKE DAVID MICHAEL
To THE BROOK..

SEE
You GUYS
LATERI!






P

KRISTYYY...

COME ON.

WHAT Do You
HAVE To ASK

D
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OH ALL RIGHT. KATHY CALLED ME AT

ARE.

WORK.TO SAY SHE WON'T BE ABLE TO
WATCH DAVID MICHAEL TOMORROW. FOOTBALL
T WAS WONDERING WHAT PRACTICE.
You GUYS ARE-- MATH
cLoe.
AN A SITTING AT THE
e D {0) NEWTONS'.
, L‘
b/ '
%3517,, ‘& D,
wJ
| \
BeuT
WE ARE
SORRY. T
KkNow You
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...ART CLASS?
T ONDERSTAND.

Hly MARY ANNE? IT'S
MRS. THOMAS.

19



THAT'S WHEN

CHEERLEADING
ITHIT ME.

PRACTICE?

GOooD NEWS!
MRS. NEWTON SAY'S You
CAN BRING DAVID MICHAEL
WITH You TOMORROW
WHEN YoU WATCH
JAMIE, KRISTY.

.

UH, THAT'S
GREAT, MOM....

CAN T PLEASE BE
EXCUSED?
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DECORUM...
DECORUM...

PROPRIETY...
ETIQUETTE...
...OH.
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WHY DIDN'T
MR. REDMONT
JUST SAY So?!

The
B by Ssitters ¢ M’{?,Avgbers
civbp ~Mary Anne
e _ C\%&\ O

—\wihp Elee’

O Advertismn \4
~Fliers 5
= Newspaper?
—Telephone




Sed vp meetin
fimes when clien
can call 1o e
\j‘) aers.

WELL, YoU
KNow How HOoT
IT WAS TOPAY?...
AND YoU kKNow How
SOMETIMES A HOT
DAY CAN SEEM

B REALLY LONG?

OKAY, WHAT
HAPPENED? ) Z
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GET To THE
POINT.







“HAVE GREAT IDEA FOR BABY-SITTERS
CLUB. MUST TALK. IMPORTANT. CAN’T
WAIT. WE CAN GET LOTS oF JoeSs.”

“HAVE IDEA.
BABY-SITTERS
CLUB. MUST--?
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CTERRIFIC. SEE
You ToMOoRROW.”

M

GOING oUT
WITH WATSON
ON SATURDAY
NIGHT.

CHARLIE’S
GOT ADATE
&UT SAM WILL
BE HOME.

T JUST
WANTEP You
To kNow...

M NoT ASKING FOR
YOUR PERMISSION, KRISTY.
T JUST WANT You To e
ABLE To PLAN ON MY BEING
oUT SATURDAY.

T WISH You CouLD BE A
LITTLE MORE OPEN-MINDED
ABOVT WATSON.

T CAN’T MAKE
Yo LIKE HIM, &0T You
HAVEN’T GIVEN HIM MUCH
OF A CHANCE.
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THIS 1S WATSON’S
WEEKEND To HAVE HIS
CHILDREN, AND HE HAS

TO WORK. SATURDAY
MORNING....

NO WAY. WHY
Do YoU KEEP
ASKING?

HE WONDPERED IF You’D
BABY-SIT FOR ANDREW AND
KAREN WHILE HE’S AT
THE oFFICE.

T PON’T
WANT To WATCH
WATSON’S KIDS.

I DoN’T
{ EVEN WANT To

EET THEM. /|
AN _

OKAY...
IT°S Your
CHOICE.

GOING To
BED SOON?

You
CAN LEAVE
THE Poor
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T

WE’RE
HAPPY THE

WAY WE

ARE.

GEEZ...\WOHAT IF
MOM MARRIES
WATSON?
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THIS IS FINE, KRISTY.
Yo EXPRESS YOURSELF
NICELY ON PAPER.

YoU’RE SITTING
FoRrR THE PIKES
TOPAY?

How MANY ofF
THEM?

Two. CLAIRE
AND MARGO.

You SHouLD
BRING THEM
OVER TO THE
NEWTONS.... THEY
CAN PLAY WITH
JAMIE AND DAVID
MICHAEL.
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OH, HEY, GREAT!
AND You CAN TELL
ME ABOLT THE
BABY-SITTING
cLoe.

HI-HI!

THANK
GOODNESS ForR
G.T. JOE.

GOT ANY
OTHERS?
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T°M SURE
IT’LL 8E FINE....
JAMIE HAD BETTER GET
USED To oTHER
CHILDREN.

SORRY ABOVT
DAVID MICHAEL, 80T
IT LookS LIKE ITLL
WORK. 0VT OKAY.

How
LONG ONTIL
THE BABY’S
DUE?

ABOUT EIGHT
WEEKS.

OH, T YOU ...JUST THE PoCTOoR>S
WISH IT wouLD WISH! APPOINTMENT AND A
HURRY VP! FEW ERRANDS... T

SHOULD BE BACK.
BY 5:20.
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OKAY, SO
TELL ME ABOVT
THE BABY-SITTING
cLoe!

...AND WE CouLD
FORM A CLULB.

SORT oF
LIKE A
COMPANY.
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WELL, T
THOUGHT WeE
couLD GET TOGETHER
WITH A COVPLE
OTHER GIRLS WHO
BABY-SIT...

WAAAH!



MAYBE
WE’D BETTER
Go.

EVERYIWHERE?

LISTEN, LET’S TELL CLAUDIA THE IDEA.
T’LL MEET You AT HER HOUSE WHEN
WE’RE DONE SITTING.

SHELL BE
BACK FROM HER
ART CLASS BY
THEN.

OKAY...
SEE You.
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