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Chapter |

SAVING THE DAY

Berk stood along the goal line. His heart
was pounding in his chest so loudly that
Berk wondered if the other players could

actually hear it.

All around him, his teammates
screamed for him. “Come on, Berk!” they

yelled. “You can do it!”

Parents and friends stood on the
sidelines of the soccer field. They, too, were

yelling and cheering.



Berk danced back and forth on his feet,
trying to stay calm. He wiggled his fingers

a little to keep them loose.

The penalty kick he was about to face
would decide the state championship. Berk
always loved playing goalkeeper, but he
never realized that the outcome of an entire

season might be in his hands.

Berk’s team had played a strong game.
Peter Stanton, Berk’s best friend, had scored
the only goal for Berk’s team, the Titans.

It was a beautiful, curving shot from just
outside the penalty area. But then, Peter

always had a great shot.

That's partly how Berk got to be such
a great keeper. Practicing with Peter and
learning how to stop his shots had helped

Berk improve his game.



Peter’s goal had given the Titans a 1-0
lead early in the second half. With about
ten minutes left in the game, the Cosmos
had tied the score.

The Cosmos had a corner kick, and the
player dropped the ball perfectly in front of
the net. One of the Titans’ defenders missed
a chance to clear it, and a Cosmos player

got a direct shot on goal.

Berk dove and stopped it, but the
rebound went right to another player, who
put it in the goal. Berk felt horrible, but the

goal wasn't really his fault.

The rest of the game was close, but

neither team had a great chance to score.

When the game ended in a tie, 1-1,
it meant that a shootout would decide

the winner.



Each team selected five players to hit
penalty kicks against the other team’s
goalkeeper. Whichever team made the

most goals would win the game.

Berk stopped the first two shots he faced,
but the next two shots got past him. The
first two Titans missed their shots, but the
last three shooters all scored. Peter took the
final shot and blasted it into the upper-

right corner of the goal.

Now the Titans were leading the
shootout, 3-2, and the Cosmos had only
one shot remaining. If Berk stopped it, the
Titans were state champions. If not, each

team would have another shooter.

The referee approached Berk and
reminded him of the rules. “Remember, you

can’'t move forward until the ball is kicked,”
he said. Berk nodded.



Then, the ref turned to the shooter.

“You can go on my whistle,” he said. The
boy nodded.

The Cosmos shooter was one of their
best forwards. He was the boy who had
scored their only goal of the game. He had
tried two shots against Berk earlier in the
game. Both times, he had tried to bend the
ball toward the right side of the net. Would

he do it again?

Berk bent at the knees. He put his hands
up in the way his coach had taught him.
All around him, people screamed. The
noise didn’t bother Berk. In fact, he was so

focused on the play that he barely noticed.

The shooter placed the ball on the
penalty-kick dot. He backed away from it,
lining up his shot.



Berk felt a bead of sweat roll down his
cheek. The other boy eyed the net.

As the two boys moved into place, the
crowd fell silent. Finally, the referee’s whistle

broke the silence.
It was time.

Both players gathered themselves for

a moment.

As the Cosmos shooter prepared to take
his kick, Berk felt a surge of confidence rise
up in his chest. This was it. The state title

was on the line. He was ready.

The Cosmos shooter strode toward the
ball. Berk had only an instant to try to

determine which way he would shoot
the ball.

Would he go right again, as he
had before?

- 10 -



[ o T e, e
s : e £ t 7 #
[ e = |
o R o T T
Y SR e S o S T e A0 e 2T el




Berk started to lean that way. Then, as
the boy’s leg pulled back to take the shot,
Berk could see what was happening. It
looked like the boy was going to play the
ball with the outside of his foot, pushing it
toward Berk’s left.

Berk timed his dive to the moment the
boy made contact with the ball. Just as
Berk expected, the boy pushed the ball
toward Berk’s left. Berk took a quick step
that way and dove low, directly toward the

spot the ball was headed.

[t was a near-perfect shot. It was low
and hard, heading for just inside the left
goalpost.

But Berk’s dive was right out of the
goalkeeping textbook. His gloved left hand
met the ball near the corner, pushing it out

past the post.
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No goal!

The Titans players leaped into the air
and screamed. They rushed to the goal as

Berk got back on his feet.
Berk had made the save!

All the players piled on him to celebrate

their first state championship.
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Chapter 2

ANGTHER PLAYER?

Summer turned to fall, and fall turned to
winter. Berk and Peter played football in the
fall. Berk played basketball in the winter,
and Peter played hockey. But for both
boys, these other sports were just to keep in

shape. Soccer was their favorite sport.

When spring finally came and the snow
began to melt, the boys began to start

thinking even more about soccer.
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Springtime meant tryouts and the start

of another season.

It would be a chance for the boys to
defend their state championship with
the Titans.

Berk and Peter practiced indoors as
much as they could. They would go to the
gym after school, and Peter would practice

shooting against Berk.

Berk couldn’t dive to make stops on the
hard gym floor, but he could work on his
footwork and other skills.

One day, Berk arrived at school a little
late. He strolled into his first class just

betfore the bell rang.

He took his seat in the row nearest the
door. As always, he glanced across the

room at Peter and gave him a nod.
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Peter had a strange look on his face.
He seemed to want to tell Berk something.
Berk furrowed his brow, then gave Peter
a look that said, “What’s up?” Peter tried
to whisper something, but the teacher

interrupted.

“Boys?” the teacher said. “Is there a

problem?”
“Ah, no,” Peter said. “Sorry.”

For the rest of the period, the boys

concentrated on their work.

When the bell rang to end the class,
Berk waited for Peter by the door.

“What is it?” Berk asked. “What's

going on?”

Peter turned to face his friend. “There’s a

new kid,” Peter said.
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“What? A new kid in school?” Berk
replied.

“Yeah,” Peter said. “And I guess he’s a

really good soccer player.”

Berk thought about the comment for a

minute. He wasn’t sure what to say.

“Somebody said he was from down
South, where they play all year round,”

Peter said.

Berk’s face lit up. “Cool!” he said. “If he’s
really good, we’ll win state again this year

for sure!”

Peter didn't seem as happy. “Berk,” he

said. “You don’t understand.”

Berk stopped and looked back at Peter.
He could tell something was wrong. Then,
Berk figured it out. The new boy must be

a forward.
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