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Animals have babies. Babies ensure survival of the

species. Survive means to live. Species means groups

of animals. More babies mean more animals.

Baby animals are cute. But they’re helpless. They're little.
They don’t have any skills. They’re prey. Prey are hunted
as food. Babies need help. They need dads. They need

moms.

Animal moms are special. Some protect. Some care. Some
teach. But some don’t. Some leave their babies. Some are

dangerous.

Some animal moms are extreme. Some of the most

exciting moms are in the animal world!



fea

Maternal instincts refers to the things moms

feel and do without even thinking about it.



Elephants live in Africa and Asia. They live together in

herds. Herds are family groups. Herds are made up of
grandmothers, moms, and daughters. There aren’t any
adult males. The matriarch is in charge. Matriarch

means the oldest female. She’s in charge until she dies.

Moms are pregnant for 21 months. This is a long time!
Pregnant means having babies grow inside bodies. Moms
give birth to 220-pound (100 kilograms) babies. Elephant
babies are the biggest babies on land.



g

Herds take care of each other’s babies. Baby elephants get a

lot of attention. They can’t see well. They only drink milk.
They need their moms. Moms work together. They protect
babies.



Chapter two

KOALA BEARS

Koala bears live in Australia. They live in trees. They eat

poisonous leaves. They have special eating systems. Their
stomachs have bacteria. Bacteria are like bugs living in

bodies. They fight the poison.

But koala babies don't have these bacteria. Moms help babies.
Moms eat a lot. They make a special poop. It’s called pap.
It has a lot of bacteria. Babies eat this pap. The pap is runny

and wet. It can get messy.

Babies eat it for a month. This is how they get bacteria.

After eating pap, babies switch to eating leaves.






Chapter three

ALLIGATORS

Alligators live in the United States and China. They mate

in June. Mate means make babies. They make nests in July.
They use mud. They use plants. They use sticks. Moms lay
10 to 50 eggs. They cover the eggs. Over time, their nests
rot. This creates heat. The heat keeps eggs warm. So, they
don’t have to sit on the eggs. They stay outside the nests.
They protect. They do this for 2 months.

Moms listen for sounds from the eggs. They’ll hear grunts
in September. They dig out the eggs. They help break the
shells. They put the eggs in their mouths. They press down.
This cracks the eggs.

10
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Alligator moms usually mate with
one dad each breeding season.




Alligators have about 80 sharp teeth. .._

12

Moms help their hatchlings. Hatchlings are baby
alligators. Moms have powerful jaws. They have many
sharp teeth. They gently lift their babies. They carry them

to the water. They carry them in their mouths!

The mouth of an alligator mom is the safest place for
babies. Babies also rest on their mom’s heads. They rest on
their moms’ backs. Babies stay close to their moms. They
form pods. Pods are family groups. Moms protect their

babies for about a year.

Sometimes, babies are in danger. They cry. They get their

moms’ attention. Moms come. They keep danger away.



Dip You Know ...7

Mother’s Day is a holiday. It celebrates mothers. It was
founded by Anna Jarvis.

Animal moms care for their babies. Some have to stop caring
after a while. They stop when they get pregnant again. Their
attention switches to the new babies. That’s tough love!

The temperature of alligator eggs determines gender. If the
temperature is less than 86 degrees Fahrenheit (30 degrees
Celsius), the eggs become females. If the temperature is
above 93°F (34°C), the eggs become males.

Female orangutans visit their moms until they’re age 16.

Elephant seals’ milk has 15 times more fat than human milk.
It has 25 times more fat than cow’s milk.




Chapter four

POLAR BEAR

Polar bears are loners. They live in the Arctic. It’s hard

to find a mate. So, it’s hard for moms to get pregnant.

Polar bears mate around hunting grounds. Dads follow
moms. They can track them for 60 miles (96.5 kilometers).
They fight for the moms. Dads and moms stay together for

a week.
Pregnant moms are on their own. They find food. They

need to gain 400 pounds (181.4 kg) of fat. They double
their weight. They store food in their bodies. They need

14



Polar bear moms usually have two babies.

enough for themselves and their growing babies. If they

don't gain weight, their bodies will absorb the babies.

Absorb means to take in.




Polar bear babies won't leave their ‘
moms for at least 2 years.

16

Moms make a den. They dig tunnels. They dig out rooms.
They fall into a deep sleep. They give birth while in the den.

Moms are about 1,000 pounds (453.5 kg). Their babies are
1 pound (0.5 kg). Babies are blind. They don't have teeth.
They’re covered with soft hair. Babies cling to their moms’

fur. They do this to stay warm. They do this for protection.

Moms nurse their babies. Nurse means to give milk. Moms’

fat turns into milk. The milk is very rich. Babies drink this
milk.

Moms and babies leave the den. Moms need to eat. They

take a long walk together. Moms teach babies how to hunt.



I

HumMans Do WHAT?!?

Some traditional Chinese women practice zuo yuezi.
This means “sitting the month.” After giving birth, these
Chinese women confine themselves. They lock themselves
up. They do this for about a month. This practice is meant
to help new mothers recover. It's meant to restore balance
to their bodies. There are many rules. They can't go outside.
They can’t shower. They can’t drink cold drinks. They can’t
eat raw fruits or vegetables. They have to keep warm. They
have to stay in bed. They can eat hot soups. For example,
they can eat a soup made with pig’s feet and peanuts.
They can eat a fish oil soup. These soups help their bodies

make milk.
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Chapter five

CHEETAHS

Cheetahs live in Africa. They're the fastest land animals

in the world.

Moms find a lair. Lairs are resting places. Moms give
birth in lairs. Moms have about three or four cubs. Cubs

are babies.
Moms hunt every day. They have hungry cubs to feed.
They can't leave their cubs. So, they teach their cubs to

hunt. At 6 weeks old, cubs watch and learn.

Moms track prey. They chase down prey. They kill prey.



They feed their cubs.

Moms teach their cubs survival skills. They leave as soon

as cubs can hunt. Moms start new families.

19
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Chapter six

ORANGUTANS

Orangutans are part of the great apes family. They live on
Southeast Asian islands. They’re the largest animals to live

in trees.

Moms build nests in trees. They build new nests every
night. They build over 30,000 homes in a lifetime. Their
nests are strong. They’re safe. They’re used for sleeping.

They protect their babies.

Moms gather tree leaves. They bend branches. They make a
strong base. They tuck in small twigs. They make beds. The
beds are 15 to 100 feet (4.6 to 30.5 meters) above ground.
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s Oranguta

ns are four times stronger than humans.

Babies cling tightly to their moms. Babies don’t want to fall.

Moms have strong bonds with their babies. Babies need moms

for food and travel. Moms teach babies how to survive.
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RED-KNOBBED
HORNBILLS

Red-knobbed hornbills live in Sulawesi. It’s an island in
Southeast Asia.

They're extreme stay-at-home moms. They make nests
inside trees. They use their own poop. They use feathers.
They use food. They seal themselves inside. The nests are
like smelly concrete prisons. Moms make a tiny hole. That’s

how they pee and poop.

Dads roam free. They hunt for food. They regurgitate
food. They spit the food up. They pass it through the hole.



Lo

%“3‘,‘; '\"’ ‘ 4, Red-knobbed hornbills depend on each other.

Moms and dads stay together for a while.

Moms stay there for several months. Moms focus on laying
eggs. They focus on raising chicks. Chicks are baby birds.
They protect their chicks. When the chicks are ready they

break out of the nest. They fly away.



Chapter e; 0 £

LEPHANT SEALS

Elephant seals live by water. They live in California. They

live in Antarctica.

Moms live in harems. Harems are groups of females. They
share one male. One male has about 40 to 50 females in his

harem. Dads are four times bigger than moms.

Moms are pregnant 11 months of each year. They eat for
two. They store blubber. Blubber is fat. Moms have one
baby at a time. After they give birth, their fat changes into
milk for the baby. They lose 20 pounds (9 kg) every time
they nurse. They lose about 600 pounds (272 kg) total.

24



While they nurse, moms don't eat. They live off their blubber.

Moms protect their pups. Pups are baby seals. Moms bark.
They use their flippers.

25
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QCTOPUSE)

Octopuses live at the bottom of the sea. They have two

eyes. They have four pairs of tentacles. Tentacles are
arms. They have suctions. Suctions suck onto things.
Octopuses don't have bones. They can squeeze through
tight places. Moms use their skills. They do anything to
protect their babies.

Moms find a lair. They can lay over 200,000 eggs. They
wash their eggs. They use their tentacles. They cover their
eggs. They protect their eggs. This takes up all their time.
This takes up all their energy. They do this for 40 days.

26



They hide.
color, and texture.

Octopuses camouflage.
They change shape,



Octopus moms starve .
to protect their eggs.

28

Moms never leave. They're tired. They don't eat. So, they’re
starving. Some moms eat their own tentacles. Some die

from hunger.

Cod are fish. They like eating octopus eggs and babies.
Octopus moms become too tired to fight. They let cod eat

them instead. They give up their own lives for their babies.

Octopuses don't live that long. Most live for about a year.
Dads live for a few months after mating. Moms die shortly
after their eggs hatch. They lose their color. Their eyes
become cloudy. They get smaller. They get weak. They
become easy prey. They don't get to raise their babies.



WHEN ANIMALS ATTACK!

Maureen Lee went on a hike. She took her daughter, Maya.
Maya was 3 years old. They were walking their dog. They were
picking berries. A cougar pounced on Maya. The cougar was
88 pounds (40 kg). The cougar rolled Maya a couple of times.
It had Maya on her back. Its paws were on Maya’s head. Lee
protected Maya. She put herself between Maya and the cougar.
She pushed the cougar away. She picked up Maya. She ran to
a nearby house. She said, “l just knew | had to react quick. So,
| just jumped in there.” Maya had some cuts on her head and
arm. But she was okay. Maya asked, “Why didn’t the kitty play
nice?”
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Chapter tew

SEA LICE

Sea lice live in warm waters. They live around the Caribbean.

Theyre marine parasites. Parasites live on a host. Sea lice

live on fish. They eat snot, blood, and skin.

Males lure females into their lair. Females can’t escape.
They’re trapped inside. There can be up to 25 females there.
Males mate with them. The females become pregnant. They

become moms. They have hundreds of babies.

Baby sea lice kill their moms. They chew through their

moms. They chew from inside their bodies out. Moms die.



' Sea lice can live inside a fish's mouths.

Their bodies split apart. The babies are on their own. Sea
lice moms make the extreme sacrifice. They give up

their lives.

31
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L CONSIDER THIS!
| ;,’. b TAKE A POSITION! Zoos get very excited about animal babies. Some people don’t think wild animals should
e

be kept in zoos. But zoos help keep species alive. Do you think zoos should help animals give birth and raise
animals in captivity? Argue your point with reasons and evidence.

SAY WHAT? Read Extreme Dads. This is another 45th Parallel Press book by Virginia Loh-Hagan. Compare
the dads to the moms in this book. Explain how they are similar. Explain how they are different.

THINK ABOUT IT! Humans share behaviors with animals. In what ways do human moms behave like animal

moms?
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Ipd LEARN MORE!
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2 DC: National Geographic, 2012.
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| "‘,; bodies pods (PAHDZ) family groups
/ﬂf? blubber (BLUHB-ur) fat pregnant (PREG-nuhnt) having young growing inside

the bod
chicks (CHIKS) baby birds y

prey (PRAY) animals that are hunted for food
cubs (KUHBZ) baby cheetahs or bears

pups (PUHPS) baby seals
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al kingdom is filled with some pretty wild creatures.
s down the

Venom. From great
white sharks to naked mole rats, this series gives you an up close
look at some of the world’s most extreme animals. They're WILD.
They’re WICKED. And they're totally WONDERFUL.

The anim
Each book in the Wild Wicked Wonderful series count

top ten animals in categories like Stinkers and

BOOKS IN THIS SERIES

Top 10: Biters Top 10: Horrors
Top 10: Dads Top 10: Moms
Top 10: Daredevils Top 10: Oddities
Top 10: Defenders Top 10: Predators
Top 10: Disguises Top 10: Stinkers
Top 10: Eaters Top 10: Venom
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High interest topics with accessible reading levels .
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