


Whether your child is a beginning reader, a reluctant reader, 

or an eager reader, this book offers a fun and easy way to 

encourage and help your child in reading. 

Similar to most We Both Read books, this book is designed 

for a parent and child to take turns reading aloud. It features 

dialog between two characters. The cat’s dialog is designed be 

read aloud by a parent (or a child who is a fl uent reader), and 

the dialog for the puppy is designed to be read by a beginning 

reader. 

 Depending on your child’s reading skills, you may want to 

read the entire book to your child before reading it together. 

As you read, try to make the story come alive by reading with 

expression. This will help to model good fl uency and make the 

book more engaging.

 Some words that might be challenging for your child to 

read are introduced in the cat’s dialog, distinguished with bold

lettering. Pointing out and discussing these words can help to 

build your child’s reading vocabulary. 

 It may be very helpful to point at the word bubbles as 

each of you reads and even run a fi nger under the dialog as it 

is being read. When you point at the puppy’s word bubbles, 

which have a white background and slightly larger text, your 

child will know it is his or her turn to read.

 If your child struggles with a word, you can encourage 

“sounding it out,” but keep in mind that not all words can be 

sounded out. Your child might pick up clues about a word from 

the picture, other words in the sentence, or a word you just 

previewed in your reading. If your child struggles with a word 

for more than fi ve seconds, it is usually best to simply say the 

word.

  Most of all, remember to praise your child’s efforts and keep 

the reading fun. Rereading this book multiple times may also be 

helpful for your child, and after several readings your child may 

want to read the entire book.

 Try to keep the tips above in mind as you read together, 

but don’t worry about doing everything right. Simply sharing 

the enjoyment of reading together will increase your child’s 

reading skills and help start your child off on a lifetime of 

reading enjoyment!

 Parent’s Introduction
Sparky and Posh

What is 
this word?

Can you try to 
sound it out?
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Sparky and Posh
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Okay. You can 
come out now. 

I’m out! 
I’m out! 

Stop scratching! 
You’re going to ruin 

your new collar.

But I don’t 
like my 
collar.

Your collar is 
important. It 

holds your new 
name tag.

See? Your 
name tag says 
Sparky. Mine 

says Posh.

Sparky and 
Posh! I love our 

new names!

I’ll go 
fi rst.

It’s a 
beautiful 

day!

I think I’ll go 
out and enjoy 

the sun.
Can I go 
out too? 
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Do you smell 
something, 

Sparky? 

I smell a lot of 
things, Posh!

Aha! 
THAT’S 
what I 
smell! 

What is 
that?!

That is a 
squirrel. 

A squirrel! 
Cool!

This squirrel is 
very nice. So do 
not bark at her. 

Bark, bark, 
bark!

What did I just 
say?! Now tell her 

you’re sorry.

Sorry.
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You’re getting all dirty, 
Sparky. Why don’t you 

clean up a bit? 

That bird comes 
here every morning 

to eat worms.

I don’t like 
to get clean.

I like to 
get dirty! 

Bark, bark! I want 
to eat worms too!

What is 
that? 

A bird.
Cool!

Of course 
you do.

That is 
a bird.

6 7



No, Sparky! 
Dogs don’t eat 

worms!

And PLEASE 
stop barking at 

everything.

Oh no! He must 
have escaped 

through that hole!

Isn’t this sunshine 
wonderful, Sparky?

Let’s just relax 
awhile, okay?

Sparky? Sparky?! 
Where are you?

What are you doing in 
the neighbor’s yard?!Sparky!

No, they 
do not.

They 
don’t?
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And what 
are you 

WEARING?!?

Is this a
party? Did 
that little 

girl put you 
in those 
clothes?

But the little girl 
just went to get 

some cake.
Dogs and 

cats should not 
eat cake.

Dogs and cats do not 
wear hats. And it’s not 
safe to leave our yard! 

It’s dangerous to leave our 
yard, Sparky. Not everyone 
is as nice as that little girl.

Now can we please 
just settle down and 

enjoy the sun?

Sparky! 
No! 

Bark, 
bark! 

Yes! These 
are my party 
clothes! Do 
you like my 

hat?

Bark, 
bark, 
bark!
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Bark, 
bark!

Please! Stop 
barking! 

That is a 
raccoon.

No. He is not cool. That 
raccoon does not like me.

He wants to come 
into the house and 

eat my food.

He WANTS to 
eat my food, 
but he can’t 
get inside.

He eats 
your 

food?!

Cool! Yes.

What is 
that?

Why 
not?

Why 
not?

A raccoon?
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He can’t fi t 
through the 

cat door.

It is funny! 
A raccoon can’t 
use a cat door!

I don’t know. 
He could be 
anywhere.

I want to go 
anywhere too! 

I have sharp 
teeth and 
claws too! 

No, you don’t. 
You have little teeth 

and little claws.

But I have a 
big bark!

Where did 
he go?

No. You 
don’t.You must 

NEVER bark 
at him.

He has 
sharp teeth
and claws. 

Why 
not?

Hee, hee! 
He can’t get in! It’s not 

funny.
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No. You can’t leave our 
yard unless our people 

take you out.

DON’T GO OUT 
THERE! YOU 

COULD GET LOST!!

What is 
THAT thing??

SPARKY! 
STOP!

I can just go out 
that gate!

What? 
No!

Yes, 
I can. 
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That is a 
bicycle.

A bicycle. 
Cool! 

Bark, bark, 
bark!

No, no! Do 
not bark at 
the bicycle!

Don’t chase the 
bicycle either!

I want to! I want to 
chase the bicycle!

Bark, bark, 
bark!

No! Stop 
chasing it! 

And stop 
barking!!

Now see what you’ve 
done, Sparky?!
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Sorry. I did not mean 
to make him crash.

You must never 
chase a bicycle, 
Sparky. It’s not 

polite.

You made the 
bicycle crash!

Okay, Posh. 
I will try to 
be polite.

And if you don’t stop 
barking so much, I’m 

going to call you Barky 
instead of Sparky!

Come on now. 
Let’s go home. 

Do we 
have to? 

Sparky? 
Sparky?!

He’s gone again. 
What a surprise.

Yes. You should 
only come out when 

you are on a leash with 
one of our people. 

Okay, Sparky?
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I don’t want to 
go home yet!

There is so 
much to see! 

There is so 
much to hear!

There is so 
much to smell!

There are 
little things.

And there are 
BIG things!

Bark, 
bark!!
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Ha ha! That 
is funny!

No, that is not funny! 
Barking at a mail 

carrier is not nice!

It’s 
not? No. And it is 

not polite.

I want to 
be nice and 

polite!

If you want to be nice 
and polite, you have to 
stop barking at things.

I’m sorry, Posh. I’ll try 
not to bark so much.

Thank you, 
Sparky.

Wait! What 
is THAT?!It’s been a long 

morning. I can’t wait
to get back home.
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That is a fi re 
hydrant. A fi re

hydrant?

Yes.
What is it 

for?

I’m not 
sure. . . .

No! It’s not for 
that! Put your leg 
down! You use a 
cat box for that!

Cool! Can I use
YOUR cat box?

On second thought, 
a fi re hydrant is a 
wonderful thing 

for a dog.

Let’s hurry home 
before you get into 
any more trouble.

What kind 
of trouble?
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THIS kind 
of trouble. Why are we 

running? 

I told you, that 
raccoon does not 

like me very much! 

And he has sharp 
teeth and claws! 
Remember??

Yes! Now I 
remember! 

Hello, 
raccoon. 

Don’t talk, 
Sparky . . . 

. . . RUN!!!
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Come on, 
Sparky! We can 
hide up here!

Okay! Here 
I come! 

Hurry, 
Sparky! 
Hurry! 

The raccoon 
is almost 

here! CLIMB! I use my 
claws to 

dig, not to 
climb!  

I think I better 
just run! 

Excellent 
idea, Sparky! 

RUN!
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Go up a tree, 
Posh! You can 

hide and be safe!  

No way! I’m 
going with you! 

Why are you 
going with me? 

I have to make 
sure YOU are 

safe too! 

That is so nice 
of you, Posh. 

Is he still 
following us? 

Yes! He is still 
following us!

Come on! 
This way! Okay! I’m 

following you! 

Oh, no! It’s a 
dead end! 

What does 
that mean? 
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It means we have 
nowhere to go! 

There’s 
nowhere to 

hide! 

The raccoon 
is here! 

Go away, raccoon! 
Don’t you dare hurt 

my friend!

Your friend? You 
called me your friend, 
Posh! That is so cool! 

This raccoon is not 
very nice, Sparky. 

Stay back. 
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BARK, BARK, 
BARK! 

He’s running 
away! 

Stop barking! 
You will make 

him mad! 

BARK, BARK, 
BARK! BARK, 
BARK, BARK!

BARK, BARK, 
BARK! BARK, 
BARK, BARK! 

The raccoon is 
running away! 

I think you 
scared him, 

Sparky! 

I did! I 
scared him! 
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I scared him 
with my bark! Good job! 

Okay, Posh. 
Let’s go home!  

BARK! BARK, 
BARK!Now do you 

like my bark, 
Posh? 

Yes, Sparky. 
Now I like your 

bark. 

Can we please just 
go home now? 
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We are 
home! 

Don’t you 
agree? 

Hello, 
squirrel! 

Bark! 

Hello, bird! 
Bark! 

Hello, thing that 
smells! Bark! 

Come on, Sparky. 
Time to go inside. 

Lunch is 
waiting for us. 

Bark! Bark, 
bark, bark!  

But I think 
that’s enough 

barking for 
today. 

Lunch?! 
Cool! 
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 If you liked Sparky and Posh, here are some other 
We Both Read® books you are sure to enjoy! 

To see all the We Both Read books that are available,
just go online to WeBothRead.com.




