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be difficult to read is “unicorn,” so it might be followed 

by a code like this: unicorn (YOO-nih-korn). By providing 

codes with phonetic sound keys, Code Reader Books make 

reading easier and more enjoyable. 
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in Stone

2

Tall pyramids (PEER-uh-midz) rise from the 

sand in Egypt (EE-jipt). But how were these 

huge pyramids made? And what secrets are 

hiding inside?

CHAPTER 1

(SEE-krets) 



Size of a person 
compared to the pyramid
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(SEE-krets) 
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Africa
 (AF-rih-kuh)
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Very Old Buildings (BIL-dings)

 Much of Egypt is desert (DEZ-urt). This 

desert is home to more than 100 pyramids. 

Most people (PEE-pul) who study history 

agree they were built (bilt) about 4,000 

years ago! But people do not agree on how 

or why they were built. 

Egypt



SO
M

E
 P

Y
R

A
M

ID
S 

IN
 E

G
Y

P
T 

M
ed

it
er

ra
ne

an
(m

ed
-i

h-
tu

h-
R

A
Y-

ne
e-

un
)  

Se
a

G
re

at
 

P
yr

am
id



7

p
yr

am
id

s 
at

 
M

ei
d

um
 (M

Y-
d

um
)

St
ep

 P
yr

am
id

R
ed

 P
yr

am
id

N
ile

 R
iv

er

p
yr

am
id

s 
at

 
A

b
us

ir
 (a

h-
b

oo
-Z

EE
R

)

B
en

t 
P

yr
am

id



CHAPTER 2

88

Average Size of a Limestone 
Block on the Great Pyramid

the Pyramids

The pyramids are huge. Builders used 

limestone (LIME-stone) and granite (GRAN-it) 

stones. The Great Pyramid alone has more 

than two million blocks. The blocks can 

weigh (way) over 5,000 pounds.

That is similar to the weight of 

a small elephant!

 (in-VES-tih-gate-ting) 
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Researchers (REE-sur-churz) think robbers 
broke into most pyramids. They stole 
the treasures (TREH-shurz) inside. 
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